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Town attempts to combat negative press 
coverage at council meeting
By Jennifer Wake

The Moraga Town Council at its Sept. 27 meet-
ing briefl y discussed the necessity to respond 

offi cially to the Sept. 15 San Francisco Chronicle ar-
ticle, “Town tapped out: Moraga’s fi scal crisis shocks, 
baffl es residents.” Staff felt that that the article text 
misrepresented the town and contained many errors, 
and it wrote a draft response to the article to be sent 
to the paper. 
 The draft letter listed 13 bulleted responses to por-
tions of the article, including areas of discrepancy in 
how comparisons were made between Moraga and oth-
er cities that had declared fi scal emergencies, a more 
detailed explanation about the town’s much needed 
storm drain repairs, and how comparisons to the City 
of Orinda’s total operating budget were fl awed due to 
how police contract positions are included in Orinda’s 
salaries and benefi ts allocation. 
 The council members acknowledged that while 
they believed that the article contained factual errors, 
engaging in a battle with the media was a waste of time 
and energy. News of the agendized item and a copy 
of the draft response, however, reached the Chronicle 
editorial desk anyway.  
 In a Sept. 26 email response to council members 
and staff from the Chronicle’s editor-in-chief about 
the alleged errors in coverage, Audrey Cooper wrote: 
“None of them are actual factual lapses as much as 
they are preferences that the article should have been 

presented more from your point of view and not in-
cluded the voices of people who disagree with current 
town policies. Respectfully, that is not how news cov-
erage works. … Our news decisions refl ect topics we 
believe will better inform people in the Bay Area and 
Northern California. Our role is to inspire informed 
civic discourse, and we reject pressure to tilt cover-
age in any direction. We report hundreds of stories a 
week. As I often say, there has never been a story we 
couldn’t have made better with more time and the ben-
efi t of hindsight, but there is a large void between that 
an (sic) actual factual errors that mislead voters. I hope 
you come to see the distinction.”
 The council members agreed that what mattered 
most was their constituency, the Moraga residents, and 
that the town should focus on publishing any clarifi -
cations or corrections to information stated in the ar-
ticle on its website. Mayor Teresa Onoda and Council 
Member Kymberleigh Korpus volunteered to work on 
this text, which will be brought back to council at a 
later time. Council Member Jeanette Fritzky, thinking 
that no action was necessary, voted against spending 
more time on the topic.
 To view the draft letter and response submitted 
as part of the Sept. 27 Town of Moraga Staff Re-
port, visit http://www.moraga.ca.us/council/meet-
ings/2017/092717/TC-092717_Agenda%20Regu-
lar%20Final%20-%20Corresp%20Added.pdf
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811 Shady Glen, Mar� nez  

This nicely upgraded home with views 
has 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, including a large 
Master Suite and 2065 sf. 1 bed & bath are 
conveniently found downstairs at street 
level.  Also featured are a large deck and 
usable up sloped lot.  Beau� ful Alhambra 
Heights loca� on, close to everything.  
Off ered at $724,000 by 
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30 Lancaster Ct., Alamo 1202 Thomas Dr., Mar� nez 296 Tharp Dr., Moraga 

Stunning 3-bed, 2.5-bath single level 
home features an updated kitchen 
w/granite counters, Wolf 6-burner 
stove, cozy nook and more! Located in 
coveted Stonegate, it is part of a gated 
community with tennis courts, security, 
greenbelts.  Listed for $1,385,000 by 
Rose Brudigan 925.765.6490.

Hillside custom home,  almost 3300 
sf, water views, private secluded lot.  
5 bdr. 3 baths, hardwood fl ooring, 
a commercial kitchen, master suite 
retreat, spiral staircase to lower 
level, huge family room, and 2nd 
fi replace.  Off ered at $800,000 by 
Rose Brudigan 925.765.6490. 

Great, remodeled house with 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths, family room, 
eat-in kitchen with 1524 sq � ., large 
pa� o and a 2-car garage. Located 
near elementary and middle schools, 
as well as parks.  
Off ered at $3800 a month by Sheri 
Wedlake 925.324.2091.

3614 Shukla, Walnut Creek

Beau� ful single-story 4-bedroom, 
3-bath home with custom features 
located on a private cul-de-sac in 
Northgate Meadows. Lovely French 
doors lead to a large, landscaped 
yard with hot tub and many sea� ng 
areas. Listed at $1,375,000. Buyer 
represented by Sheri Wedlake 
925.324.2091.
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COME CELEBRATE WITH US! 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22nd, 2 TO 4 PM 

SODA ACTIVITY CENTER 
ST MARY’S COLLEGE 

1928 ST MARY’S ROAD, MORAGA 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

EVENT IS FREE! 

Dismantling of  the Canyon Bridge
... continued from page A1

 The work started as scheduled the week of Sept. 
18, with the main part of the bridge gone a week later. 
Public works director Edric Kwan says that the bridge 
will be completely cleared by Oct. 8. He further ex-
plains that the town is now signing the contract to 
have the preparation work for the installation of the 
temporary bridge to start right after the demolition is 
completed.
 Brian Coyle, Canyon school board vice president, 
tried to have the demolition stopped. A signifi cant dif-
ference of perception persists between the Canyon 
school board and the Town of Moraga. Coyle states 
that only inspectors with a federally approved bridge 
inspection certifi cate can assess the safety of a bridge 
and Moraga had not called such professionals. When 
the town, following its plan, decided to remove the 
bridge, Coyle fi led a request to restrain the town from 

demolishing the bridge. A judge denied the request.
 Coyle made a further request that Moraga cease 
denying what he calls the 2016 CalTrans assessment, 
and that it permits Canyon school district representa-
tives an opportunity to make a presentation at a Mora-
ga Town Council meeting. That request was heard by 
a judge on Sept. 29 and denied.
 Kwan explains that the installation of a replace-
ment bridge was a complex project to plan. The con-
tractor that will prepare the abutments and piers to 
retain the hillside and allow for a safe installation of 
the temporary bridge could not start the work before 
the bridge is demolished. Kwan says that the site is 
too narrow for two contractors to have their diverse 
equipment on site at the same time. He says that the 
bid documents for this work have been published and 
a contract would be signed in time for the work to start 
on the heels of the demolition.
 The third company involved in the project is the 
one that will rent an appropriate bridge to the town. 
Kwan says he is in the process of selecting one. He 
continues to forecast the installation of the temporary 
bridge at the end of November.
 The termination of Sinky the Sinkhole
 Sinky the Sinkhole, as one resident nicknamed the 
year and a half crater at the intersection of Rheem Bou-
levard and Moraga Road, is now nearing its end. Kwan 
reports that the repair is proceeding as planned. The 
new 96-inch reinforced concrete culvert for the creek 
was installed and encased in a slurry backfi ll. The utili-
ties that were installed in the hole were secured in place 
last winter, a new traffi c signal system needs to be 
placed on site, and the pavement rebuilt. Normal traffi c 
is projected to be re-established by the end of October.
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Full susp. & Hardtire
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Friday Oct. 7 thru Sunday Oct. 15

MORA GA PARKS & RECREATION
925-888-7045  •  www.moragarec.com

Publicize Your Event on 
The Electronic Community 

Information Sign!

Schedule your FREE Consultation today!  

IT’S OUR BIGGEST SALE OF THE YEAR 
BIG SAVINGS ON THE STYLES YOU’LL LOVE.

Incredible Savings, Promotions, and Upgrades On
Shutters & More Going On Now!*

Contact your local Style Consultant for amazing offers in your area!

Custom Hardwood Shutters

*Applies to selected window treatments and Norman and PureVu® shutters sold through Budget Blinds®. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts, or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time
of estimate only. At participating franchises only. ©2016 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, LLC. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operate

Franchise opportunities available.

925-216-4857 //BudgetBlinds.com
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